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GOVERNOR PATRICK PRESENTS 18TH ANNUAL 
 

“FIREFIGHTER OF THE YEAR” AWARDS 
 
BOSTON– November 7, 2007 – Praising them for their bravery and courage, 
Governor Deval Patrick and Secretary of Public Safety and Security Kevin M. 
Burke today presented the 18th Annual Firefighter of the Year Awards to 
firefighters from across the Commonwealth for heroic acts of bravery over the 
past year. 
 
The event took place in historic Faneuil Hall this morning recognizing 122 
firefighters from 15 cities and towns who put themselves at great personal risk to 
save lives and to protect property. 
 
“I am proud to join in honoring these firefighters for their heroism and service,” 
said Governor Patrick. “Our communities are stronger and safer thanks to their 
commitment.” 
 
Public Safety and Security Secretary Kevin Burke said, “The firefighters 
recognized today are representative of those all across the Commonwealth. They 
are men and women with uncommon bravery and uncommon valor.” 
 
Governor Patrick and Secretary Burke presented 14 awards: two Medals of 
Honor to individual firefighters from Boston and Brockton; nine Medals of Valor to 
individual firefighters from Auburn, Brockton, Melrose, Plymouth, Watertown and 
Worcester; and Individual Awards for Meritorious Conduct to two Boston 
firefighters for separate incidents. The Community Service award was presented 
to a Holden firefighter. 
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Five Group Awards for Meritorious Conduct were awarded to teams of firefighters 
from Brockton, Canton, Fitchburg, Malden and Melrose, and Plymouth. 
 
State Fire Marshal Stephen Coan presented the Fire Marshal’s award to the 
entire Danvers Fire Department, to the first in company and an Excellence in 
Leadership Award to the senior fire officers, for their evacuation of the 
Danversport neighborhood rocked by an explosion last November.  
 
“This was one of the largest scale incidents to hit Massachusetts. Every member 
of the department maintained their composure and professionalism as they 
placed themselves in harm’s way to suppress the fire, search unstable buildings, 
evacuate residents and provide emergency medical services over many, many 
days,” Coan said.  
 
Four special Patriot’s Medals were awarded for the first time this year, 
recognizing fire service personnel who performed heroic actions on the battlefield 
at great personal risk and demonstrated uncommon bravery and valor while on 
deployment to Operation Iraqi Freedom or Operation Enduring Freedom 
(Afghanistan), and have returned to duty as firefighters. In addition to the four 
firefighters from Boston, Norwood, Saugus and Whitman receiving the Patriot 
Medals, there was also a presentation of a scroll of honor listing all of our 
firefighters who have been deployed.  
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